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Alleluia, Christ is risen!
The Lord is risen indeed.
Alleluia!

ST PETER’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH

From the Rector

An Easter Uprising
By Fr. Tom Simmons

For the last couple
hundred
years
in
European
and
American
societies
Christians
have
been
seen
as
“reactionaries”,
standing athwart the
path of “progress”,
dour defenders the
status quo.
But it was not always so.
The book of Acts shows Jesus’ followers stirring up an
Easter uprising. They aroused a lot of …shall we say…
enthusiastic opposition from the Jewish and Roman
authorities defending the status quo they had
established.
What was it about Jesus’ followers and their message
that so alarmed the authorities?
Look at St Peter when he was dragged before the ruling
council in The Royal Stoa (see illustration on next
page). He was accused of healing a handicapped
beggar “in the name of Jesus” (Acts 4:1-12). Bishop
Tom Wright describes it well in his commentary Acts for
Everyone (p. 61-65), which I’ve woven into what follows.
Peter is being tried by the Sadducees, the Jewish
aristocrats and chief priests, who for years had wielded
great power in Jerusalem. They guarded the Temple,
the place where for a thousand years God had
promised to meet with his people. They oversaw the
sacrificial system… and profited from it enormously.
To them, as to any other vested interest profiting from
the status quo, news of “resurrection” is a radical,
dangerous doctrine, an attack on the existing power
structures. The resurrection of Jesus declares that the
living God is going to put things right once and for
all.
And those in power, comfortably ensconced in The Way
Things Are, don’t want it to change. They rightly
suspect that in God’s new-world-coming their
continuing control is not assured.
You can understand why they feel threatened when
Peter goes public with the news of Jesus’ resurrection.
There he is bravely announcing that “This man stands
before you today fit and well because of the name of the
Messiah, Jesus of Nazareth, whom you crucified, but
whom God raised from the dead…”
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He’s announcing the end of that in which they had
trusted.
Jesus’ resurrection is the beginning of something new
in this world. It’s the start of God’s restoration of the
world he made. God is taking the upside-down-world
and turning it right-side-up. God is now doing his will
“on earth as it is in heaven,” through the risen Lord
Jesus and his people. That fact is bound to be bad
news to Sadducee aristocracy that ruled the Temple,
to the Roman power structure that ruled the ancient
world…and to the secular statist elite which seeks to
rule us today.
They killed him. But Jesus walked out of the grave.
He is risen to rule the world.
Jesus made the jaw-dropping claim that, “all authority
in heaven and earth has been given to me…” (Matt
28:18). Confident in Jesus’ authority Peter declares to
the ruling council in Jerusalem, “There is no other
name given under heaven by which humanity must be
saved” (Acts 4:12).
Christians have, no doubt, used such claims in ways
that are arrogant, exclusive and triumphalist, to
further their own power and prestige. But for many
decades now the boot has been on the other foot. It is
secularists and the relativists who are acting the part
of the chief priests, protecting their cherished temple
of modernist thought, within which there can be no
mention of resurrection, no naming of a name like
that of Jesus, no authority in this world outside of
science, politics and propaganda.
Secular society tries to require that the name of Jesus
be kept in the box. “Religion” is a “private” thing.
That’s all. Jesus can be your “personal Lord and
Savior” but you best keep him there…in private. Don’t
say or do anything that would proclaim that Jesus is
Lord of ALL. Don’t bring him into the public square.
But now, in a cultural, economic, social and political
landscape littered with decades of failed utopian social
policies, programs and promises, Jesus’ followers
today might realize and declare (with the apostles),
“There is deliverance in no one else!”
Easter proclaims that world-changing news.
Jesus claimed to be the world’s true ruler and they
killed him for it. But he walked out of the grave and
has taken up his rightful place of power. He has
sparked an Easter Uprising in the world, bringing life
and hope, and overturning the coercive and deceitful
powers that rule us.
Continued on page 3
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Outreach Update
By Tim Hall. St. Peter's Outreach Chair
Thank you for all the good work you have done and continue to do, serving others in
Christ's name!
Tim & Judy Hall
I want to keep you in the loop regarding funding, so please see our 2017 Outreach Budget
below showing revenue and expenses to date. I'm happy to report that we are receiving
$550/month transferred from plate offerings and are continuing to support A Place to Call Home with monthly
donations.
To date we have $2,200
in revenue and $800 in
expenses. I'd like to
propose that we allocate
some of the $1,400
surplus we currently
hold, especially given
some recently identified
local needs, as follows:

$250 for Tree of Life
to support
Community Serve
Day coming up on
May 6th (see pg. 5)

$150 to the Seventh
Annual "Rise Against
Hunger" Meal
Packing Event
sponsored by
RHUMC (taken from
our Food Ministries
budget line) - also on
May 6th! (Flyer
posted on bulletin
board in McCray Hall)

$600 to The Mustard
Seed Fund to help
close the gap between
2017 grant requests
and available funding
(letter attached). St.
Peter's has been a
recipient of
numerous Mustard
Seed grants in the
past for both mission
support and $5,000
for the school we
built in Liberia.
This will leave us with a
$400 surplus, year to
date.
[Committee Members,
please let me know your
thoughts on this and/or
weigh in with a vote on
this spending proposal.]
Please contact me if you’d like join the Outreach Committee.
We’d love to have you join us!
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TREE OF LIFE MINISTRIES has a current need for volunteers in the following areas:


A Shelter Branch Director overseeing our Transitional Housing, Working Hands, and Clothing ministries



A co-leader for our Still Waters ministry providing bi-monthly fun activities for kids with special needs



Volunteers to visit the elderly in our community



Volunteers to deliver our food bundles to partner households



Volunteers to provide childcare services during weekly events with partners

If God is leading you to help in any of these areas for our community please contact Dell Nunaley at
703-244-5247 or make time to speak to him at church. We need your generosity of time!

May 2017
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HEALING SEMINAR &
HEALING SERVICE
TO BE HELD AT ST.
PETER’S THIS JULY

SUPPLIES NEEDED FOR THE JUNE
GUATEMALA MISSIONS TRIP
The Guatemala Team is preparing for their mission
trip June 17-26. We are collecting funds to be used
for ministering in Guatemala, and also collecting
supplies such as toilet articles, over the counter
medicines, vitamins and school supplies.
There is a box in the narthex for contributions.
Checks can be placed in the collection plate or sent
to St. Peter’s with the notation “Guatemala". Let us
do the shopping for you! Thank you.
Bob Loker & the Guatemala Mission Team 2017

Evil…
Are we hardened to suffering in the world? Or
does it cause us hurts and doubts?
Do we want to respond to evil but don’t know
how? Do we feel paralyzed by it? Or is it easier
to just ignore it?
Starting May 7, Adult Formation will be
discussing a four part series which helps us
understand what evil is, what a biblical
perspective on evil is, and what a Christian
response to evil is.
As we consider
serving the
needs our
neighbors and
community,
where does the
existence of evil
come into play?

There will be a registration website up shortly,
with a link from St. Pete’s website. There is a
$25.00 fee to cover expenses for the seminar,
breakfast, lunch and food and beverages for
breaks will be provided. The evening service
will also require registration; there is no charge
to participate in the evening service.
We will need several volunteers from St. Peters
to assist with setup, including tents and
tables/chairs in the parking lot for lunch, as we
may be getting up to three hundred
participants. Anyone who is willing to
volunteer for the day, and setup, will have the
seminar fee waived.

This video series
features Bishop
N.T. Wright.
There will be
plenty of time to
discuss issues
raised each
week.
Starts May 7.
Sundays,
9:30am, McCray Hall, led by Jon Corbett
Page 6

As part of St. Peter’s efforts to build Christians
for service and as a unique way to reach out to
our larger community, St. Peters will be hosting
Becky Dvorak, an internationally renowned
prophetic Christian healer, to conduct a daylong seminar and an evening healing service
on Saturday, July 29th at St. Peters. This
will be an excellent opportunity to learn more
about claiming the authority we have been
given by Jesus to heal the sick and walk in the
power of the Holy Spirit. Additionally, this will
be an opportunity to strengthen our healing
ministry, and reach out to others in a new and
powerful way. Becky’s recent seminars have
drawn people from across the nation; we expect
there will be significant interest in attending.

Please see Dave Hunt
(davehunt001@gmail.com or 571-221-6796
for more information on either of these
events. More information will be coming out
in the weeks ahead, but please plan to attend
this life-changing seminar and service, led by a
biblically based faith healer and teacher. Becky
will also be joining St. Peters healing liturgy
during the Sunday morning services.
Learn more: http://healingandmiraclesintl.org
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What does the Bible and the Church say about
suicide? How does the Church say that God views it?
Do all those who kill themselves go to Hell?

Thanks to all who made
the Easter egg hunt on
Easter morning so
special! We are grateful
to all who made
donations of candy.
Thanks to our Youth who
not only stuffed
hundreds of Easter eggs
full of candy, but helped
to hide them as well!
The children were
thrilled!

These questions and more were discussed by our Youth
Group at a special presentation by Dell Nunaley at our
April 23rd Youth Group meeting, which included the
Middle School youth also. We had a great turnout for a
really healthy, productive discussion on suicide. Dell's
presentation was really terrific, and the teens were so
mature, thoughtful, and attentive to everything he said.

2017 VBS—June 26-30
VBS registration will
open this month, please
visit the St. Pete's
website.

Our Sunday School program year for middle
school and elementary aged kids ends on May 21st.
Please join us for our Sunday School Closing
Program May 21 at 9:30am in the Sunday
School wing and be sure to thank our amazing
teachers, Jane Navarro, Carla Ramsey, Deana
Czaban, Dick Wilhelm, Tait Simmons, Krista
Winger, Tamara Tyler and Clarissa Staggs.
We are always looking
for more teachers, if you
are interested in
teaching Sunday School
next year, please feel
free to reach out to
Kathleen Voss,

Given the nature of the material, I feel like it would be
appropriate if we had a follow-up meeting (TBD)
between myself and any interested parents. I can share
the notes from Dell's presentation (what the church
teaches on suicide), some data I collected from an
informal survey of the youth (as well as some interesting
/ informative national data), as well as talk about future
events that will be continuing this discussion with our
teens.
We want to be sure that as youth ministers, we are
partnering with parents on this vital issue. I can share
what perspectives and resources I have available on the
topic, and more importantly I am all ears to hear your
perspectives and insights. I'm happy to meet
individually also.
On a lighter note, we have a special outing planned for
the youth group. The trip to the D.C. Zoo will be on
May 20th. It will be free to attend. We will be bringing
packed lunches and driving in a big group. A more
specific time and permission slip will be sent out soon.
Questions and concerns can be sent to my email.
You can see all our
events listed on St.
Pete’s webpage.
Jon (& Kristin ) Coate,
Director of Youth
Ministries

Director of Children’s
Ministries
May 2017
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Notice of CHANGE in Coffee Hour Hosting for Summer
So many folks have “opted out” of serving as Coffee Hour
Hosts that our pool of volunteers has diminished significantly.
This has caused an increase in the rotation schedule of hosts
which places an unfair burden on the few who faithfully serve
as coffee hour hosts.
We have heard your cries!
Starting with the first Sunday following the end of the
Program Year, May 28, the following changes will take place:
1. Only one couple (or two individuals) will be scheduled to prepare the drinks for Coffee
Hour - AND 2. St. Peter’s will provide the snack to be set out by the hosts.
We hope this will give our wonderful coffee hour hosts a break both financially and
in frequency of serving.
If you currently do NOT serve as a Coffee Hour host and you would like to serve in
this role this summer, please contact Diane at bookkeeper@stpetes.net or Wanda
at office@stpetes.net .

The Loudoun Awakening Bible Reading
Marathon is an ecumenical effort designed
to draw attention to the acknowledgment of
the Bible as the Word of God and its value
for moral instruction today. The 10th
annual event runs over the course of five
days: April 29 - May 4. The marathon takes
place on the grounds of the Loudoun County
Courthouse in Leesburg.
For more information and to sign-up please
visit: www.loudounawakening.org.
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PIZZA WITH THE PASTOR—St. Peter’s 101:
Do you have questions about living as a Christian or
the distinctive way we do it here at St. Peter’s? We will
offer our “Path In” to the life of St Peter’s on Sunday
afternoons from 12:30-2pm in McCray Hall. For five
weeks we will help you explore what we are about here
at St Peter’s and how we live and work together as a
congregation. (April 23, 30, May 7, 14, 28) Join us!
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SPECIAL DATES

Mark Your Calendar!

MAY Anniversaries
and Birthdays

May
May
May
May
May

Vestry Ministry Mtg. 7pm
Mission Team Mtg. 5pm
National Day of Prayer
TOL Community Serve Day
Vestry Election 9:15am-12pm
Baptism Prep Class 9:30am
Seminarian Committee Mtg 12:30pm
Pizza with the Pastor 12:30pm
Youth Group 7pm
May 9
Vestry Exec Mtg 6pm
May 11
EVENING PRAYER 7pm
May 14
Pizza with the Pastor 12:30pm
May 15
Mt. Calvary Guild 10am
May 16
Vestry Mtg. 7pm
May 19-21 Vestry Retreat
May 20
Men’s Leadership Mtg 7am
Youth Group Trip to DC Zoo
May 21
END of PROGRAM YEAR
Newsletter Deadline
MORNING PRAYER 8 & 10:30am
Sunday School Closing Program 9:30am
Guatemala Mission Prep Mtg #4 5pm
Youth Group 7pm
May 24
Friends Being Friends Bowling 6pm
May 25
EVENING PRAYER 7pm
May 26
Youth Movie Night 7pm
May 28
Healing Liturgy
Baptism Prep Class 9:30am
Pizza with the Pastor 12:30pm
May 31
Pastoral Care Team Mtg. 4pm

ANNIVERSARIES
5-2
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-17
5-22
5-24
5-26
5-27
5-28

Nora & Scott Young
Mark & Katie McKinley
Lynne & Bob McCann
Ryan & Mandi Walsh
Randy & Kelly Wyatt
Tommy & Amy Cassidy
Drew Lavan & Nancy Wise
Riley & Sara O’Neil
Brian & Amanda Daly
Tim & Judy Hall
Mark & Nancy Baker

BIRTHDAYS
5-1

5-2
5-3
5-4
5-5
5-6
5-7
5-8
5-9
5-10
5-12
5-14
5-16
5-20
5-22
5-27
5-28
5-29
5-30

Zack Kakol
Liv Nordstrom
Blair Simmons
Sandy Wehr
Julianna Bailey
Charlotte Corbett
Nancy Wise
Maddie Babb
Hayes Baker
Tommy Cassidy
Pat Pearson
Brian Jenkins
Sven Johnson
JaquelineWhalen
Mark Novak
Mike Volpone
Addison Baugh
Amelia Baugh
Megan Czaban
Jim Heim
Louise Hall
Priya Shah
Jen Tuohy
Judy Hall
Bob Ryan
Jack Novak
Chuck McKinster
Kylie Walsh

2
3
4
6
7

May 7

Celebrating Pat Pearson’s special birthday!

Revised Common Lectionary Readings for MAY
Date

Sunday

First Lesson

Psalm

Second Lesson

Gospel

7

4 Easter

Acts 2:42-47

23

1 Peter 2:19-25

John 10:1-10

14

5 Easter

Acts 7:55-60

31:1-5, 15-16

1 Peter 2:2-10

John 14:1-14

21

6 Easter

Acts 17:22-31

66:7-18

1 Peter 3:13-22

John 14:15-21

28

7 Easter

Acts 1:6-14

68: 1-10, 33-36

1 Peter 4:12-14, 5:6-11

John 17:1-11
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May 7

MAY 2017
9:15am—12:00pm
Sun

Mon

Tue

Wed

1

2
3
Vestry Ministry Mtg HOLY EUCHARIST
Mission Team Mtg

7 Vestry Election 8
HOLY EUCHARIST
SS & SF
Baptism Prep Class
Seminarian Mtg
Pizza with the Pastor
Bible Study
Youth Group

9
Vestry Exec Mtg

14 Mother’s Day

16
Vestry Mtg.

HOLY EUCHARIST

15
Mt. Calvary Guild

Thu

Fri

Sat

4

5

6

National Day of
Prayer

Bible Study

Next Step Community

10
HOLY EUCHARIST

11
Next Step Community

Bible Study

EVENING PRAYER

Tree of Life
Community
Serve Day
(Men’s Breakfast
will be joining TOL)

12

13

The Rev.
DOCTOR
Thomas W.
Simmons’

GRADUATION!
CONGRATULATIONS!

SS & SF

17
18
MORNING PRAYER Next Step Community

19

Bible Study

20
Youth Group Trip
to DC Zoo
Men’s Leadership Mtg.

Pizza with the Pastor
Bible Study

Vestry Retreat

21Newsletter Deadline 22
End of Program Year
MORNING PRAYER
SS Closing Program
Guatemala Mtg #4
Bible Study
Youth Group

23

24
25
MORNING PRAYER Next Step Community
FBF Bowling

26

27

EVENING PRAYER

Bible Study

Vestry Retreat

28 Healing Liturgy
HOLY EUCHARIST
Baptism Preg Class
Pizza with the Pastor

29

30

31
Pastoral Care
Team Mtg
Bible Study

Bible Study

KEY: FBF=Friends Being Friends; SF=Spiritual Formation Classes;
May 2017

SS=Sunday School;

TOL=Tree of Life

A Century of Service—A Future of Faith
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MAILING ADDRESS
P.O. Box 546
Purcellville, VA 20134-0546
Address Correction Requested

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
37018 Glendale St., Purcellville, VA, 20132

540-338-7307

St. Peter’s Vision

www.stpetes.net

Rector: The Rev. Thomas W. Simmons IV
— frtom@stpetes.net
Director of Children’s Ministries:
Kathleen Voss— dcm@stpetes.net
Directors of Youth Ministries:
Jon & Kristin Coate—youthd@stpetes.net
Parish Administrator: Wanda Munsey Juraschek
— office@stpetes.net
Financial Administrator: Diane Adams
— bookkeeper@stpetes.net
Sexton: Chris Daniels — sexton@stpetes.net

The Good News is published monthly by St. Peter’s Episcopal Church
Editor: Wanda Munsey Juraschek
Newsletter email: GoodNews@stpetes.net
If you would like to save paper and postage, please notify the editor; The Good News is available to read or download on our website.

